
CLAIMS 



1. Accordingly, the present invention provides a process for the 




10 in the presence of a catalyst and a polar solvent 

2. A process as claimed in claim 1 in which the polar solvent is selected 
from dimethylformamide, dimethylacetamide, dimethylsulfoxyde or N- 
methyl pynolidone 

3. A process as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2 in which the catalyst is 
15 selected from cationic divalent ruthenium complexes such as 

cyclopentadienyl ruthenium hexafhiorophospbate tris — acetomtrile, or 
pentamethyl-cyclopentadienyl ruthenium hexafluorophosphate tris - 
acetonitrile 

4. A process as claimed in any one of the preceding claims carried out in the 
20 presence of a second solvent, said second solvent being immiscible with 

the first solvent. 

5. A process as claimed in claim 4 in which the second solvent is an apolar 
solvent selected from alipahtdc or aromatic hydrocarbons. 

6. A process as claimed in any one of the preceding claims carried out at a , 
25 temperature of from 20 to 100°C and under atmospheric pressure. 

7. Novel compound characterised by the following structure 
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12. A process as claimed in claim 11 wherein the catalyst is palladium 
supported on charcoaL 
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